
Honors or Not?
SUCCESSFUL Honor’s English students can do the following:

• Read rigorous texts independently (without study guides or online references) 
and at a FAST PACE (EX: 30 pages a night)

• Read & write ABOVE GRADE LEVEL (typically two grades)

• Willing to devote AT LEAST 45 minutes to English homework EACH night

• Work collaboratively with others

• Think critically about & ANALYZE texts (beyond the literal meaning)

• Independently WRITE a multi-paragraph essay that contains a clear thesis, 
sound organization, and supporting evidence (especially key quotes from the 
text)

• Clearly ORGANIZE and maintain materials

• Exhibit Excellent STUDY habits & NOTE taking skills

• SELF-MOTIVATED and a SELF- advocate willing to GO BEYOND ordinary 
expectations



We understand that the work completed in Honors English 9 must be that of the student receiving the credit for the class.  We further realize 
that students caught cheating or plagiarizing, as defined above, will receive a zero for the assignment or test, with no chance to rewrite or 
retake.  We understand that these standards for academic honesty apply throughout the school year. 

___________________________________________________________________________________         PRINT STUDENT NAME:

Student Signature Date

___________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature Date

Statement of Academic Integrity:
Most universities will suspend or even expel students guilty of cheating or plagiarism.  While such a severe consequence may not apply to 
high school, we feel it is important that students, particularly in the honors program, be held to the standards of academic integrity expected 
in a university setting. A student whose work is the result of plagiarism and/or cheating will receive a zero for the tainted assignment or 
test.  There will be no opportunity for a rewrite or retake. We ask that you and your parent/guardian sign below and turn this form in along 
with your summer reading assignment.  Your signatures indicate that this work belongs to you and you alone.  Read carefully before you sign!  
Ask questions if anything is unclear—it’s better to ask for clarification now than for forgiveness later!
We have outlined what constitutes plagiarism and cheating to alleviate any confusion: Taking any part of a paper from another source, 
whether it be the internet, study guides (such as Cliff Notes or Spark Notes), or another student is plagiarism, even if it’s one small part or a 
sentence. Pay attention because students don’t always realize that the following is plagiarism: If you adapt an idea that you read 
somewhere without giving credit to your source, that is plagiarism.  For example, let’s say that you read in Spark Notes that Dantes’ 
emergence from the water is a symbolic baptism.  If you then put that idea in your paper, you are guilty of plagiarism.  Taking others’ ideas 
without crediting your source is wrong and will be treated as cheating. Reusing a paper from a previous school year and passing it off as new is 
cheating.

Copying assignments from other students is cheating—even if it’s homework or a “small grade.” This applies to copying even ONE answer. 
Also, allowing someone to copy your work is cheating and will result in the same consequence as it does for the student doing the copying.

Copying from another’s test or quiz is cheating, as is allowing another student to copy from your paper.
Receiving test questions from a student who has already taken the test is cheating.  Giving test questions to a student who has yet to take a 
test is cheating.

If you receive help from another source (including parents and siblings) on a paper, help that goes beyond simple editing and suggestions for 
improvement—that is cheating.  No part of your paper should be written or rewritten by anyone else.



Lakota West & East use the web platform of www.turnitin.com to check for originality (issues of 
cheating or plagiarism) by having students upload their important essays to this website. Your essay 
(not the outline) will not be graded/awarded points until it has been checked and cleared as 
completely original. Key quotes (as long as you put them inside quotation marks) do not count 
against you. Likewise, neither do common turns of phrases. This program checks against internet 
sources, other student papers, books, etc. so do not be tempted to crib off a friend’s work. 
Consequences for plagiarism and cheating are severe at the high school level and are not tolerated. 
Honors students do not partake in any form of it. Be sure to read and sign the Academic Integrity 
contract included in your Odyssey packet.

Directions:
1. Go to www.turnitin.com
2. Click on “Create an account”
3. Fill in an email & password
4. Click on STUDENT
5. Click on ADD a CLASS 
6. Insert Class ID & Password
7. Click on Honors Summer Assignment
8. Upload your essay by the due date:
August 1, 2017 at 12:00 noon

http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.turnitin.com/


4 (A) 3 (B) 2 (C) 1 (D and  below)

Purpose 
and Focus 
5 points

Writing is consistently and fully focused 
on persuading the audience in 
appropriate register. The writing may 
include
 One main idea with little or no 

loosely related material.
 Appropriate and subjective tone 

consistently throughout.

Writing is adequately and generally on 
persuasion with consideration for the and 
audience. The writing may include
 One main idea with perhaps some 

loosely related material.
 Appropriate and subjective tone 

generally consistent throughout.

Writing is somewhat persuasive and 
acknowledges the audience. The 
writing may include
 One main idea that is not 

sustained or unclear.
 Tone is generally inconsistent 

throughout.

Writing is related to the topic but there is little or 
no awareness of purpose to persuade and 
audience. The writing may include
 Confusing or unclear ideas.
 Too brief to demonstrate knowledge of 

purpose or organization.

Organization
5 points

Writing has a clear main idea and 
effective organization and proper “THIS I 
BELIEVE” format. The writing may include:
 Ideas which progress logically 

from beginning to end with a 
satisfactory introduction and 
conclusion.

 A variety of transitional strategies 
to logically connect ideas.

Writing has a clear assertion and effective 
organization of the business letter. 
Format.  The writing may include 
 Ideas which progress adequately 

from beginning to end with a 
sufficient introduction and 
conclusion.

 A variety of transitional strategies 
to adequately connect ideas.

Writing has an assertion but but
inconsistent organization and may not 
have all elements of a business letter..  
The writing may include
 Ideas which progress unevenly 

with an inadequate 
introduction and conclusion.

 Inconsistent use of transitional 
strategies.

The assertion may not be clear and there is no 
discernible organization, including the formal
business letter.  The writing may include
 Few or no transitional strategies.
 Frequent off-topic/extraneous ideas.

Evidence 
10 points

The writing provides thorough and 
convincing support for the assertion 
including effective use of key quotes 
from THE ODYSSEY that prove the 
assertion. The writing may include:
 Smoothly integrated and relevant 

evidence, including accurately 
formatted citation of courses.

The writing provides adequate support for 
assertion including effective use of 
sources, facts, and details.  The writing 
may include
 Generally integrated and relevant 

evidence, though citation may be 
imprecise.

The writing provides uneven and brief 
support for assertion, including a 
partial use of sources, facts, and 
details.  The writing may include
 Weakly integrated evidence 

and/or irrelevant citations.

The writing provides minimal support for the
assertion  with title or no use of sources, facts, 
and details.  The writing may include
 Minimal, absent, erroneous or irrelevant 

evidence or citations.

Elaboration
10 points

The writing provides thorough and 
convincing elaboration of support for 
assertion. The writing may include
 A variety of elaboration 

techniques: definitions, 
quotations, or example that show 
an understanding of text.

 Precise language
 Academic and domain specific 

vocabulary 

The writing provides adequate 
elaboration of support for assertion.. The 
writing may include
 Adequate use of some elaboration 

techniques.
 A mix of precise and general 

language
 Domain specific vocabulary 

generally appropriate.

The writing provides uneven and brief 
elaboration of support for main idea. 
The writing may include
 Repetitive or ineffective use of 

elaboration techniques.
 Imprecise and simplistic 

language
 Inappropriate use of domain 

specific vocabulary.

The writing provides minimal elaboration of 
support for main idea. The writing may include
 Unclear and confusing ideas
 Imprecise and simplistic language
 Limited and inappropriate use of domain 

specific vocabulary.

Conventions of 
Standard 
English 
5 points

The writing demonstrates a 
masterful command of basic 
conventions.  Writing may include
 Some minor errors which do 

not impact meaning.
 Intentional and sophisticated 

use of punctuation, 
capitalization, sentence 
formation (run-ons and 
fragments), spelling.

 Varied sentence structure.

The writing demonstrates an 
adequate command of basic 
conventions.  Writing may include
 Some minor errors but the 

error do not show a consistent 
pattern

 Adequate use of punctuation, 
capitalization, sentence 
formation, spelling.

 Some variation in sentence 
structure.

The writing demonstrates a 
partial command of basic 
conventions.  Writing may 
include
 Various errors, sometimes 

repetitive
 Inconsistent use of 

punctuation, 
capitalization, sentence 
formation, spelling.

 Most sentences are 
simplistic in structure.

The writing demonstrates a lack of 
conventions.  
 Simplistic sentence structure.
 Severe and frequent errors obscure 

meaning.

Persuasive Rubric



Summer Reading for 2017
Honors English 9
Welcome to ninth grade Honors English!  Below is a list of materials needed to complete your 
summer reading assignment:
MATERIALS:
1.  You will need a copy of the abridged version of Odyssey that will be distributed in May to all 
students who have enrolled in Honors English 9. You may write in the booklet. 
2. You will also be issued the Collections literature book. (Please realize that this text belongs to the 
school.  You may NOT write in it and not returning it will result in a fine of $72.50.) The following 
pieces are required reading, too:
a. “Deep Survival”  (pages 325-334)
b. “Is Survival Selfish”  (pages 317-320)
c. “The Journey”  (page 442)
d. “The Real Reasons We Explore Space” (pages 433-436)
3. Several examples of brief 500 word essays that are part of a series called “This I Believe” are 
posted on the internet at the following website: http://thisibelieve.org/essays/featured/.   Read 
over these and use them as a model for the following assignment.  One such essay has been 
included in this packet.

http://thisibelieve.org/essays/featured/


• ASSIGNMENTS:

• 1. READ & ANNOTATE the text book stories listed above and the abridged version of Odyssey. You 
may write on Odyssey but not the text book. You must annotate with sticky notes as you may NOT 
damage these texts. Odyssey & text book annotations will be checked and randomly chosen pages 
will be graded on the first day of school.  Annotating texts is a vital skill for those who wish to excel 
and can only be mastered with practice. It also enables readers to become involved with the text, 
the first requirement in transforming their attitude toward it. Instead of passively allowing their 
eyes to go over the words on the page, effective readers can take note of what is happening and 
record it. This is typically accomplished by a combination of underlining/ highlighting the text itself 
AND by writing notes in the margin.  What’s worthy of your highlighter and note-taking?  Ask the 
text:

• Are new characters being introduced? If so, what details does the author share based on direct 
description or the characters’ own words and actions?

• What is the location, and what helps readers visualize what is it like? These details will also make the 
characters’ actions believable.

• What is the overall action on each page? (Conversation, fight, escape, encounter, reunion, etc.) 
Write this phrase-summary in the top or side margin.

• Is there any foreshadowing or irony? If so, mark and label it.

• Does the author use any distinctive poetic devices—simile, personification, metaphor, etc.—or 
imagery? If so, mark and label them.

• After re-reading a difficult passage, what questions remain? Jot these in the margin, too.

• Go ahead and note predictions and your personal reactions in a word or short phrase: Wow! It’s 
about time! Disgusting! 

• For non-fiction excerpts: What is the POINT the author is trying to make? How do they back up their 
claim/assertion? What examples and evidence are given? How is the text structured?

• Reading should become a conversation; the book talks to the reader. What is the reader saying back 
to the book? Not only will an “active reader” better understand what has been read; should that 
reader be asked a question about the text, the highlighting and margin notes will allow the reader to 
find and review the targeted passages more quickly and easily. Annotating texts is an expectation 
for all assigned readings in Honors English.  These annotations will help you complete the 
assignments described in this packet and prepare for Socratic seminars/class discussions. 



2. WRITE a “This I Believe” essay from the persona of one of the characters in Odyssey. Your evidence should come from the epic; your 
claim and support should be accurately reflect the beliefs of the character, inferred from the character’s own words and actions; from 
the comments and treatment they receive from other characters; from what the narrator shares directly.  Remember to view sample 
essays on the website listed above under “Materials.”  When it is time to write

Use MLA format for the heading.
Use size 12 Times New Roman, Calibri or Arial font. Double space.
Demonstrate mastery of correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation and other conventions.
The 500-word limit will require that wording is efficient.
Citations should be formatted correctly.  Please visit https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ for citation help. 

3. Complete an OUTLINE that will be used as a prewriting tool for the actual creation of an essay at the beginning of next school year.  
Make sure you use all five texts when providing support and in-text citations.  YOU ARE NOT ACTUALLY WRITING THE ESSAY; YOU ARE 
ONLY COMPLETING THE OUTLINE AT THIS TIME. The prompt of the essay:  What attributes are required to complete a successful 
journey? 

DEADLINES:
The outline and essay must be submitted online at www.turnitin.com (see log in information on enclosed page) AND  in person or by 
mail no later than July 31, 2017:

Lakota West Freshman School
Attention: Summer Reading
Tylersville Road
West Chester, Ohio 45069

The annotations are due the first day of school.  Make sure you bring your abridged version of Odyssey and text book and be ready to 
turn it in to your teacher.  Any annotations that cannot be tuned in at this time will receive a 10% deduction per day.  

EXAMPLE of THIS I BELIEVE Essay

THE SUMMER READING IS WORTH 65 POINTS.  IT IS ALSO THE BASIS FOR FURTHER TEST AND ESSAY GRADES.  NOT COMPLETING IT 
CAREFULLY WILL NEGATIVELY IMPACT THE ENTIRE SEMESTER GRADE FOR THIS COURSE.

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4816313


Name _____________________________________

Prompt: What attributes are required to complete a successful journey?

Claim:

(Remember, a claim cannot be a mere statement of fact; there should be an element of 
controversy—someone somewhere may not agree with the claim above.)
Attribute #1 (Listed as a topic sentence)

Supporting Evidence from Odyssey:

Supporting Evidence from one of the other 4 texts:



Attribute #2 (Listed as a topic sentence):

Supporting Evidence from Odyssey:

Supporting Evidence from one of the other 4 texts (don’t use the same text you used from 
section A):

Attribute #3: 

Supporting Evidence from Odyssey:

Supporting Evidence from one of the other two texts that you have NOT used yet: 




