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Welcome to AP English Literature! During this course, we will focus on developing your ability to 

read closely and analyze critically a variety of fictional texts. AP English Literature and Composition 

aligns with an introductory college-level literature course, so you should be prepared (and eager!) to 

meet the demands of the class. 

 

Summer Reading/Work: 

The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro ISBN: 978-0-679-73172-6 Pub: Vintage International  

Room with a View by E.M. Forster   ISBN: 978-1-59308-288-8 Pub: Barnes & Noble 

 

All of these assigned books should be easily obtainable. I do not have a requirement on the version 

you purchase. The versions listed are the ones I will use in class (if you would like to have the 

same page numbers as I have). However, this is not necessary. If you already have these books or 

want to purchase them online or at a bargain bookstore, that is fine with me. You may not use 

electronic versions/eBook readers. If you have questions or concerns about my preference for print 

rather than digital texts, you may email me anytime or stop by my room (140) before/after school.   

 

All summer work should be typed and in MLA format. Length suggestions are maximums rather than 

minimums. Do not overwrite. AP Literature essays are worth 25 points each. Essays are due on the 

first day of school. I expect you to turn in a printed copy to me; please print your essays before 

coming to class on the first day. 

 

You are to write two 500 word responses to answer the prompt below—one for each of the summer 

reading texts. In other words, you use the same prompt for each book. You should have two separate 

documents the first day of school. Please understand: you only have 500 words, so you do not have 

room for retelling plot. AP essays are always ultimately about theme, so any discussion of events or 

characters should be in service to thematic issues. Remember, you cannot possibly write about every 

idea/example, so focus tightly and develop fully a few key points.  

 

A recurring theme in literature is the classic war between a passion and responsibility. For instance, a personal 

cause, a love, a desire for revenge, a determination to redress a wrong, or some other emotion or drive may 

conflict with a moral duty. *Choose a literary work in which a character* confronts the demands of a private 

passion that conflicts with his or her responsibilities. In a well-written essay, show clearly the nature of the 

conflict, its effects upon the character, and its significance to the work.  

 

*insert each summer reading text here—again, you will have one essay for each book. 

              

You will be submitting your essays into turnitin.com on the first day of school. Be sure you save a 

digital copy of your essays. Your homework on the first day of school will be to upload both 

responses to turnitin.com.  



 

There will be a test over both summer reading texts within the first week of school. Be prepared.  

 

Lastly, I would appreciate it if you would familiarize yourself with the format of the AP English 

Literature and Composition Exam before we begin class in August. You can read about the course 

and final assessment here:  http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-course-

overviews/ap-english-literature-course-overview.pdf. We will obviously cover this information much 

more extensively throughout the year. (Oh, and please resist your honors student impulse to purchase 

a million study guides and begin practicing questions. That’s just silly, and we will have plenty of 

practice and preparation during the school year.) I’d rather you spend your time reading cool 

books…including the ones I assigned you. Also, these books come from the British literary canon; I 

know the pace/action feels slower than what you may be accustomed to—please give them a chance 

and be patient  Always email me with questions.  

 

I hope these texts and assignments will make you better and more thoughtful readers and that this 

will be reflected in your writing. I am really excited to get to know you in the fall! 

 

Mrs. Dunn 
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